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Introduction 


The  founding  of  College  of  The 
Albemarle  in  December  1960, 
was  an  act  of  civic  enthusiasm  and 
the  culmination  of  a  great  deal  ot 
hard  work  on  the  part  of  many 
citizens  oi  Pasquotank  County. 
The  first  twenty-five  years  have 
been  characterized  by  continued 
labor  and  thought,  initially  to 
establish  an  adequate  physical 
plant,  later  to  broaden  the  variety 
of  programs  available  to  meet  the 
educational  needs  of  the  citizens 
in  the  college  seven-county 
service  area.  This  chronicle  is 
dedicated  to  the  early  Elizabeth 
City  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Education  Committee,  the 
legislative  leadership  of 
Pasquotank  County  and  the 
Albemarle  area,  the  people  of 
Pasquotank  County,  those  who 
have  served  as  collrijc  rrusrce<; 
and  all  who  ha\ . 
faithfully  on  behi 
since  its  inception. 

This  brief  chronicl'^  i^  b. -.r 
described  as  an  institi 
history,  the  primary  cii  1.1 1  ... 
which  is  to  describe  the  maji>r 
factors,  events,  .1     '    '       '  is 
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Introduction 


The  founding  of  College  of  The 
Albemarle  in  December  1960, 
was  an  act  of  civic  enthusiasm  and 
the  culmination  of  a  great  deal  of 
hard  work  on  the  part  of  many 
citizens  of  Pasquotank  County. 
The  first  twenty-five  years  have 
been  characterized  by  continued 
labor  and  thought,  initially  to 
establish  an  adequate  physical 
plant,  later  to  broaden  the  variety 
of  programs  available  to  meet  the 
educational  needs  of  the  citizens 
in  the  college  seven-county 
service  area.  This  chronicle  is 
dedicated  to  the  early  Elizabeth 
City  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Education  Committee,  the 
legislative  leadership  of 
Pasquotank  County  and  the 
Albemarle  area,  the  people  of 
Pasquotank  County,  those  who 
have  served  as  college  trustees, 
and  all  who  have  labored  long  and 
faithfully  on  behalf  of  the  college 
since  its  inception. 

This  brief  chronicle  is  best 
described  as  an  institutional 
history,  the  primary  effort  of 
which  is  to  describe  the  major 
factors,  events,  and  developments 
in  the  founding  and  growth  of  the 
college  during  its  first  twenty-five 
years.  For  this  reason,  the  names 
of  many  individuals  may  be 
omitted  who  otherwise  would  be 
included  in  a  more 


comprehensive  history.  A  wide 
variety  of  sources  contributed  to 
this  chronicle.  Charles  Gordon, 
George  Attix,  N.  Elton  Aydlett, 
and  Evelyn  Gordon  provided 
information  for  much  of  the 
section  on  the  origin  of  the 
college.  Minutes  of  the  meetings 
of  the  college  board  of  trustees 
were  very  valuable  throughout  the 
study.  Communications  with 
current  and  former  college 
personnel,  conversations  with 
members  of  the  community, 
annual  reports,  self-studies,  and 
other  college  publications  have 
also  provided  valuable 
information.  A  great  number  of 
the  college  reports  and  other 
publications  were  cheerfully 
supplied  by  college  staff,  who  also 
provided  assistance  in  preparation 
of  the  manuscript.  Any  errors  of 
fact  or  interpretation  in  this  study 
should  be  considered  the 
author's. 

NOTE:  This  publication  is  a  condensciiion  of  a 
more  complete  history  of  the  college  UTiiten  hy 
Joseph  M.  Salmon,  Professor,  COA  Department 
of  Social  Sciences.  A  limited  number  of  copies  of 
the  full  i'ersion  are  available  from  the  college. 


Official  College  Seal. 

The  official  college  seal  consists  of  a 
rcruiering  of  a  uooden  house  uith  the  letter 
"alpha,"  the  first  letter  of  the  Greek  alphabet. 
This  is  symbolic  of  the  first  public  school  house 
m  the  State  of  North  Carolirui  uhich  uas 
located  in  Pasquotank  Counts.  The  seal  also 
includes  an  open  book  uhich  is  symbolic  of 
knouiedge.  The  Greek  letter  "omega"  in  the 
open  book  is  symbolic  of  the  fact  that  College  of 
The  Albemarle  uas  the  latest  educaliotuxl 
imtimiion  to  be  established  in  PiJii(i«)Wn)< 
County.  This  act  uas  later  superceded  by 
legislation  creating  the  present  a)mmunit>' 
college  system,  under  uhich  COA  uas  the  first 
ir\stitution  chartered. 

The  school  house  and  book  are  displayed  on 
either  side  of  a  torch  syinUAic  of  the  flame  of 
illumination  and  of  the  enlightening  mission  of 
the  college.  .At  the  Kise  o/  the  toreh  is  the  diUe 
of  n)bo,  representmj;  the  year  m  uhieh  the 
eo(lej;e  uas  chartered.  At  the  top  oj  the  torch  m 
a  half  circle  is  the  nume  of  "PASQUOTANK 
COUNTY"  m  u  hieh  the  college's  main 
campus  is  locateJ. 


yout  our  cover..: 

„..„_ ,.  are  Gary  and  Diane  Sau-yer,  both  — ..... 
of  College  of  The  Albemarle,  and  their  daughter 
Amanda.  All  three  are  pictured  as  they  might  have 
appeared  in  igdo,  when  COA  was  first  establi.shedi 
'and  as  they  appear  today.  Gary  uas  enrolled  in  an 
agricultural  program  at  the  co/(ej?e  and  Diane 
completed  her  degree  in  general  office  teehnolo^jv  m 
-1975.  Hopefully,  Amanda  will  complete  her 
Ibrogram  of  study  at  COA  someday,  too! 


The  Origins 
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While  a  number  of  states  had 
adopted  community  college 
systems  prior  to  World  War  II, 
the  community  college  system  in 
North  Carolina  began  in  1957, 
with  an  act  of  the  state  legislature. 
At  that  time,  locally-supported 
two-year  colleges  operated  in 
Asheville,  Wilmington,  and 
Charlotte.  The  pressures  and 
conditions  that  prompted 
establishment  of  community 
colleges  elsewhere  were  being  felt 
in  North  Carolina  by  1946.  A 
growing  population, 
industrialization,  and  the  return 
of  large  numbers  of  veterans 
desiring  an  education  created  a 
demand  for  additional 
educational  facilities. 

In  1950,  the  State  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  organized  a 
committee,  headed  by  Dr.  Alan  S. 
Hurlburt,  to  study  the  need  for  a 
system  of  community  colleges  in 
North  Carolina.  In  1952,  the 
committee  called  for  legislative 
enactment  of  such  a  system  and 
recommended  that  the  state  pay 
half  of  the  operating  costs  and 
half  of  the  capital  outlay  of  the 
local  institutions.  The  1953 
legislature  did  not  endorse  the 
proposal;  however,  the  1955 
legislature  created  the  State  Board 
of  Higher  Education  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  a 
coordinated  system  of  higher 
education.  In  1957,  the  board 
issued  its  first  biennial  report, 
which  defined  a  community 
college  as  "an  institution 
dedicated  primarily  to  the 
particular  needs  of  a  community 
or  an  area  and  including  two 
divisions:  an  academic  division 
offering  the  freshman  and 
si.)phomore  courses  of  a  college  of 


arts  and  sciences,  and  the  first  or 
first  and  second  years  of  work  of 
a  two-year  technical  institute  of 
college  grade;  and  a  division 
which  offers  a  variety  of 
occupational,  avocational,  and 
recreational  training  programs, 
depending  on  need  and  demand." 

In  June  1957,  the  legislature 
passed  a  law  entitled  "An  Act  to 
Provide  a  Plan  of  Organization 
and  Operation  for  Community 
Colleges,"  which  enabled  the 
establishment  of  local  institutions 
which  met  the  requirements  of 
the  State  Board  of  Higher 
Education.  Section  12  of  the 
Community  College  Act  of  1957 
stipulated  that  petitions  from 
communities  "...shall  contain 
such  information  concerning  the 
proposed  location  and  plans  for 
the  financing  and  operation  of  the 
college  as  the  board  of  higher 
education  may  require."  Section 
13  further  elaborated  on  the 
board's  power  stating  that  the 
board  "...shall  have  authority  to 
prescribe  minimum  standards 
with  respect  to  student 
enrollment  in  academic  courses, 
facilities,  and  other  pertinent 
matters  for  approval  as  a 
community  college  under  this 
act." 


Local  interest  began  to  develop 
in  Elizabeth  City  by  1957.  Many 
local  citizens  saw  the  value  of 
technical  education  facilities  in 
attracting  industry.  In  early  1957, 
the  State  Board  of  Higher 
Education  recommended  that  the 
state  support  five  technical 
institutes  and,  in  that  same  year, 
the  legislature  appropriated  funds 
to  the  board  to  initiate  a  statewide  i 
system  of  industrial  education 
centers  (lEC's).  Unlike  the 
comprehensive  community 
college,  the  lEC  was  structured  to 
provide  occupational  training 
only.  Local  chamber  of  commerce 
leaders  investigated  the  feasibility 
of  an  lEC  in  Elizabeth  City 
through  the  chamber's  technical 
college  committee.  In  1959, 
however,  the  chamber's  focus 
shifted  from  an  lEC  to 
establishing  a  more 
comprehensive  community 
college. 

Paul  Bradshaw,  chamber 
president,  and  George  Attix, 
executive  director,  traveled  to 
Wilmington  to  visit  that  city's 
industrial  park  and  to  tour 
Wilmington  Junior  College.  They 
were  very  impressed  by  the 
college  and  returned  home 
determined  to  work  tor  the 


COA's  4-2-aLTc  oitn/jus  is  one  of  the  most  modem  and  attractn'e  m  the  North  Carolina 
Community  Collefie  System. 


Origins  (continued) 


establishment  of  a  community 
college  in  Elizabeth  City.  The 
chamber  executive  committee 
approved  the  project  and  Charles 
Gordon,  chairman  of  the 
education  committee,  agreed  to 
chair  the  newly-established 
community  college  committee, 
with  members  Bill  Wagoner,  J. 
Carroll  Abbott,  J.  Henry  LeRoy, 
and  John  Moore.  The  committee 
plunged  into  its  work  with  zeal 
and  rightly  deserves  much  of  the 
credit  for  the  founding  of  College 
of  The  Albemarle.  In  the  words 
of  George  Attix,  "Chairman 
Gordon  and  his  committee  were, 
without  a  doubt,  the  best 
chamber  of  commerce  committee 
any  chamber  executive  could 
have."  The  members  found  the 
next  several  months  filled  with 
numerous  meetings,  much  hard 
work,  frustration,  and 
disappointment. 

The  committee  set  out  to 
document  the  need  for  a 
community  college  in  the  area, 
obtain  a  physical  plant  to  house 
the  college,  and  demonstrate  the 
willingness  of  the  citizens  of 
Pasquotank  County  to  support 
the  college.  A  relatively  small 
percentage  of  the  area's  high 
school  graduates  went  on  to 
college  and,  noted  Mr.  Gordon  in 
a  report  to  the  chamber,  "...many 
families  were  unable  to  support  a 
child  in  a  four-year,  or  even  a 
two-year,  boarding  institution.  It 
was  further  realized  and 
recognized  that  we  were  a 
predominantly  agricultural 
community  and  somewhat 
isolated.  Many  of  the  youngsters 
graduating  had  not,  as  it  were, 
seen  the  outside  world  as  had 
many  students  in  the  Piedmont 


and  western  sections  of  the  state." 

In  April  1960,  the  committee 
conducted  an  extensive  survey  to 
determine  the  number  of  students 
in  the  Albemarle  area  who  would 
be  interested  in  attending  a  local 
community  college.  Five  thousand 
questionnaires  were  sent  out  and 
large  numbers  of  respondents 
indicated  a  desire  to  continue 
their  education  beyond  high 
school. 

In  1957,  Albemarle  Hospital 


made  plans  to  relocate  in  a  new 
facility  on  U.S.  Highway  17, 
north  of  Elizabeth  City.  With 
construction  of  the  new  hospital, 
the  old  facility  built  before  World 
War  I  with  a  1940's  addition, 
plus  an  adjacent  wooden  three- 
story  nurses'  quarters,  would 
become  available.  The  possibility 
of  adapting  the  old  hospital 
facilities  to  college  purposes  had 
been  recognized  by  the  earlier 
technical  institute  committee  of 


Classes  were  first  offered  m  ctmi'erted  Albemarle  Hospital  facilities  on  Riverside  Ai-enue. 


The  miginal  hospital  was  constructed  m  191  ^  arui  uas  enlarged  to  ch'CT  43,000  square  feet  in 
1946.  Mossitf  renmation  took  place  m  1960-61  to  adapt  iht'  facility  for  college  use. 
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the  chamber  of  commerce.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  the  availability 
of  the  old  hospital  facility  played 
a  crucial  role  in  the  timing  of  the 
local  community  college  effort,  as 
the  cost  of  acquiring  property  and 
building  facilities  would  have 
presented  an  enormous  obstacle. 
The  Pasquotank  County  Board  of 
Commissioners  approved  the 
adaptation  of  the  facility, 
provided  the  State  Board  of 
Higher  Education  agreed  to 
sanction  the  college. 

The  most  difficult  task  was  to 
persuade  the  voters  of  Pasquotank 
County  to  approve  additional 
taxes  to  support  the  college.  The 
vote  of  the  people  of  Pasquotank 
County  in  November  1960,  to 
support  College  of  The  Albemarle 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
features  of  the  college  history. 
The  requirement  that 
community  colleges  be  county- 
based  imposed  a  heavy  burden  on 
the  small,  sparsely  populated 
counties  of  the  northeast,  where 
per  capita  income  was  very  low. 
According  to  Elton  Aydlett,  state 
senator  at  the  time,  he  was  met 
with  amused  skepticism  from 
some  of  his  colleagues  on  the 
State  Board  of  Higher  Education 
when  he  first  suggested  a 
community  college  in  Elizabeth 
City,  no  doubt  a  reflection  of  the 
belief  that  such  a  small,  rural 
county  would  not  support  a 
community  college. 

In  February  1960,  the 
committee  held  a  public  meeting 
to  discuss  the  proposed  college. 
Only  six  citizens  showed  up  and 
the  committee  wondered  if 
perhaps  the  project  should  be 
abandoned.  In  the  words  of 


Charles  Gordon,  "This  was 
almost  the  end  of  College  of  The 
Albemarle  even  before  the 
beginning..."  The  committee 
expanded  to  include  additional 
professional,  business,  and 
educational  leaders  and  set  the  fall 
of  1 96 1 ,  as  a  target  date  for 
opening  the  college.  After  some 
hesitation,  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  voted  on 
September  19,  1960,  to  submit 
the  issue  of  a  special  tax  of  fifteen 
cents  per  $100  evaluation  to  the 
voters. 

The  committee  had  persuaded 
the  State  Board  of  Higher 
Education  to  approve  the  college, 
contingent  upon  voter  approval 
of  the  tax  levy.  The  fact  that  the 
committee  was  attempting  to 
secure  the  first  charter  for  a 
college  under  the  community 
college  act  meant  that  much  of 
their  work  was  without  precedent 
in  the  state.  A  petition  that  met 
the  State  Board  of  Higher 
Education's  requirements  was 


approved  in  August  1960,  and 
provided  documentation  of  the 
need  for  a  college  in  the  area,  as 
well  as  information  on  the 
financing  of  operating  costs, 
physical  plant,  and  operation 
plans. 

The  campaign  to  secure  the 
support  of  the  voters  of 
Pasquotank  County  can  best  be 
described  as  furious.  Fred  Haney, 
editor  of  The  Daily  Advance, 
wrote  several  editorials  in  support 
of  the  college  and  "letters  to  the 
editor"  from  several  prominent 
citizens,  including  Miss  Hattie 
Harney,  Mrs.  E.S.  Chesson,  and 
Dr.  Thomas  Nash,  endorsed  the 
college.  Boy  scouts  were 
persuaded  to  distribute  a 
brochure  showing  the  advantages 
to  the  community  of  having  the 
college,  and  Elizabeth  City  High 
School  students  carried  a  banner 
urging  "yes"  in  the  homecoming 
parade.  A  full-page  ad  was  printed 
in  the  local  paper  bearing  the 
names  of  over  250  citizens  urging 


FormtT  nurses'  quarter!,  served  as  the  horrn'  of  the  first  two  Inc5ider\ts  of  (X  M  and  later  as  the 
college  library. 
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support,  numerous  "vote  yes" 
messages  were  sprinkled 
throughout  the  want-ad  sections, 
and  community  college 
committee  members  made 
numerous  presentations  to  civic 
groups.  On  November  8,  the 
voters  of  Pasquotank  County 
approved  the  establishment  of 
College  of  The  Albemarle  by  a 
margin  of  better  than  two  to  one. 
The  community  college 
committee  had  two  major  tasks 
left  to  perform,  those  being  to 
secure  a  charter  from  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  for  the  college 
and  to  gain  approval  of  the 
legislature  for  funding  needed  to 
renovate  the  old  hospital  and 
operate  the  college  during  its  first 
year.  As  was  true  during 
conditional  approval  of  the 
college  by  the  State  Board  of 
Higher  Education,  success 
depended  upon  close  cooperation 
between  members  of  the  local 
committee  and  the  legislative 
leadership,  especially  Senator 
Aydlett.  The  committee  was 
required  by  the  Department  of 
State  to  assemble  and  present 
deeds,  titles,  and  other 
information  in  order  to  receive  a 
charter. 

After  all  this  had  been  done,  it 
was  discovered  at  the  last  minute 
that  the  college  had  not  been 
given  an  official  name.  Without  a 
name,  a  charter  could  not  be 
issued.  Following  input  from  area 
citizens  suggesting  names  for  the 
college,  "College  of  The 
Albemarle"  was  chosen  in  a  last- 
minute,  late-night  decision  by 
Charles  Gordon  and  John  Moore, 
predicated  by  a  call  from  the  state 
department  demanding  a  name  by 


In  years  to  come,  the  college  offered  courses  in  a  iariety  of  locations  m  Elizabeth  City,  irvcluding 
the  Methodist  Youth  Center  on  Road  Street. 


(left) 

State  Senator  N.  Elton  Aydlett  played 
a  major  role  m  COA  becoming  the 
first  community  college  in  the  state. 


(right) 

Charles  M.  GorJon,  Elizabeth  City 
husinessrruin,  led  the  local  effort  to 
establish  the  college  and  later  sened 
as  the  first  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees. 


Among  the  original  faculty  u'ere 
Alexandra  Boada,  who  taught  French 
and  Spanish,  and  Dr.  Dewey  Stowers, 
who  served  as  academic  dean  in 
addition  to  teaching  social  scieru:e  and 
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the  next  day.  A  more  appropriate 
name  could  hardly  have  been 
selected.  Despite  the  fact  that  the 
college  was  based  in  Pasquotank 
County,  the  conception  had  been 
from  the  beginning  that  it  would 
serve  the  citizens  of  the 
northeastern  area  of  the  state.  The 
charter  was  issued  on  December 
16,  1960,  the  first  under  the  state 
system. 

To  obtain  funds  essential  for 
renovating  the  old  hospital, 
members  of  the  committee  met 
with  Governor  Luther  Hodges 
and  the  Advisory  Budget 
Commission  on  December  12  and 
13.  Attending  were  Dr.  William 
H.  Wagoner,  superintendent  of 
the  Elizabeth  City  Public  Schools; 
Senator  Aydlett;  George  Attix; 
Charles  Gordon;  C.  Alden  Baker, 
Elizabeth  City  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Dr.  J.  Harris  Purks, 
Director,  North  Carolina  Board 
of  Higher  Education,  and  Major 
L.P.  McClendon,  Chairman, 
North  Carolina  Board  of  Higher 
Education.  The  Advisory  Budget 
Commission  voted  that 
"...approval  be  given  to  the 
application  of  the  Pasquotank 
Board  of  Education  to  establish  a 
community  college  at  Elizabeth 
City  in  said  county  to  be  created, 
exist,  and  operate  under  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  the  community 
college  act." 

In  less  than  a  week,  the  college 
had  been  named  and  its  first 
trustees'  meeting  was  held  on 
December  20,  in  the  offices  of  the 
Elizabeth  City  Public  School 
Administration  Building.  The 
community  college  act  stipulated 
that  boards  of  trustees  number 
twelve  persons,  two  to  be  chosen 


by  the  governing  board  of  the 
municipality  in  which  the  college 
is  to  be  located,  two  by  the  board 
of  county  commissioners,  two  by 
the  municipal  education  board, 
two  by  the  county  board  of 
education,  and  four  by  the 
governor.  Not  surprisingly,  those 


named  to  the  first  board  of 
trustees  had  been  active  in  the 
campaign  to  found  the  college. 
Staggered  terms  insured 
continuity.  Charles  Gordon  was 
elected  the  first  board  chairman; 
J.  Henry  LeRoy,  vice-chairman; 
William  H.  Wagoner,  secretary; 


].  Henry  Ltrriry  Charles  M.  Gordon 


Gl(h>;i.'  W.  Aiii-v  Vcttioii  G.  jamcs 


Clyde  Small,  jr. 


/.  (.\irr<)ll  Ahh<m 


Jmej'h  P.  KruiiUT 


John  H    M.HW 


Origins  (continued) 


and  J.C.  Abbott,  treasurer.  The 
office  of  treasurer  would  be 
dropped  in  future  years  and  the 
position  of  secretary  would  be 
assumed  by  the  college  president. 
Chairman  Gordon  established  six 
working  committees  to  prepare 
the  college  for  opening  in 
September,  1961.  These  were 
finance,  president,  library, 
renovation,  public  relations,  and 
equipment.  The  board  proceeded 
without  the  assurance  of  funding, 
as  the  legislature  would  not 
convene  until  January,  1961.  An 
architectural  firm  was  retained  to 
plan  the  renovation  of  the  old 
hospital  which  had  been  vacant 
for  some  time. 

The  state  property  office 
assessed  the  condition  of  the 
college  facilities  and  found  the 
new  section  of  the  hospital  could 
be  arranged  for  as  many  as  3 1 
classrooms  of  sufficient  size  to 
accommodate  600  students  for 
general  classroom  instruction. 
The  office  cautioned  against  using 
the  old  part  of  the  building  for 
classrooms  above  the  ground 
floor  and  anticipated  a  future 
problem  of  insufficient  parking 
area  for  students  and  faculty. 
With  the  appropriation  of  funds 
by  the  legislature,  renovation 
work  was  begun  by  several 
companies  in  the  spring.  Desks, 
chalk  boards,  office  furniture, 
filing  cabinets,  and  other 
necessary  equipment  were  also 
acquired. 

Academic  curricula  and 
admissions  policies  were 
established  in  January,  1961,  for 
classes  which  were  offered  under 
the  semester  system.  Students 


were  required  to  be  graduates  of 
an  accredited  high  school,  have  a 
medical  examination,  and  pay  a 
$10  application  fee.  Scholarship 
funds  began  to  come  in 
immediately  through  private 
donations.  The  first  scholarship 
money  in  the  amount  of  $250 
was  donated  by  the  Elizabeth  City 
Soroptimist  Club  in  December, 
1960. 

On  March  24,  1961,  the  board 
unanimously  selected  Dr.  Robert 
Benson,  former  dean  of  men  at 
Elon  College,  as  the  first 
president  of  COA.  Dr.  Benson 
resided  in  the  former  nurses' 
quarters  next  door  to  the  main 
building  of  the  college  because,  as 
Dr.  Benson  stated,  "...they 
couldn't  find  a  house  in  Elizabeth 
City  large  enough  for  our  six 
children."  The  three-story 
structure  would  be  the  residence 


of  the  first  two  presidents  of  the 
college,  both  of  whom  had  six 
children.  By  mid-May,  Dr. 
Benson  had  hired  the  following 
staff  and  faculty:  Dr.  Dewey 
Stowers,  social  studies  and 
geological  science;  Hortense 
Boomer,  library;  Robert  King, 
biology;  James  Crump, 
mathematics;  Alexandra  Boada, 
foreign  language;  and  Claude 
Davis,  English.  The  board 
approved  the  distribution  of 
college  catalogs  and  scholarship 
posters  in  the  counties  envisioned 
as  being  a  part  of  the  college 
service  area.  These  were  Gates, 
Pasquotank,  Camden,  Currituck, 
Dare,  Hyde,  Tyrrell,  Washington, 
Perquimans,  and  Chowan.  Hyde, 
Washington,  and  Tyrrell  counties 
would  later  be  assigned  to  other 
institutions. 


Dr.  Robert  Benson  was  the  first  president  of  the 
college  and  served  m  that  capacity  from  ig6i  to 
1963. 


The  Rnerside  campus  prcnided  a  scenic  hcu:k^oitnd  for  sadhoats  on  the  Pc«c;i«iwn)<  Rutr. 
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The  Early  Years 


College  of  The  Albemarle 
began  its  first  session  on 
September  21,  1961,  with  113 
students.  More  than  2,000  area 
citizens  attended  an  open  house 
that  same  month.  Studies 
included  basic  liberal  arts  courses 
in  mathematics,  English,  social 
studies,  science,  foreign  languages 
and  business,  all  designed  to 
provide  the  work  necessary  for 
students  to  gain  junior  status  in  a 
four-year  college  or  university. 
Sixty-four  semester  hours  of 
credit  were  required  for 
graduation  with  an  associate  in 
arts  degree;  the  college  changed  to 
the  quarter  system  in  1969.  The 
first  college  catalog  provided 
transfer  information  for  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill,  the  Women's  College 
at  Greensboro,  and  North 
Carolina  State  College  at  Raleigh. 

The  newer  portion  of  the  four- 
story  main  building  included 
twelve  classrooms,  all  on  the 
second  and  third  floors.  The 
business  office  and  offices  of  the 
president,  dean,  and  registrar 
were  located  on  the  second  floor, 
while  the  ground  floor  provided 
space  for  the  library,  student 
lounge  (the  Dolphin's  Den), 
bookstore,  and  maintenance 
offices.  The  board  room  was 
located  on  the  third  floor,  along 
with  several  faculty  offices. 


Athletics  were  an  active  part  of  life  at  COA 
in  the  ig6o's.  This  photo  is  of  the  ig6g 
basketball  team. 


The  Stiuitnl  Goi'emmenr  A,s.sociarion  was  one  of  the  earliest  campus  organizations.  This  picture 
from  the  1963  college  yearbook  shows  the  first  SGA  membership. 


This  1966  photo  shows  an  early  electronics 
class,  one  of  the  first  technical  courses 
offered  by  the  college. 


The  Early  Years  (continued) 


A  major  event  during  the  first 
year  of  operation  was   Founders 
Day  and  Inauguration,  held  on 
November  7,  1961,  in  the 
National  Guard  Armory. 
Governor  Terry  Sanford  delivered 
the  principal  address  to  the  crowd 
of  four  hundred.  Dr.  Robert 
Benson  was  formally  inaugurated 
as  the  first  president  of  the  college 
and  he  announced  plans  for  the 
future,  which  included  a  summer 
school,  an  expanded  curriculum 
to  include  nurses'  education  in 
cooperation  with  Albemarle 
Hospital,  and  the  need  for  an 
auditorium  and  gymnasium. 
Board  chairman  Charles  Gordon 
presided  over  the  cermony  which 
was  also  attended  by 
Congressman  Herbert  Bonner, 
State  Board  of  Higher  Education 
Chairman  Major  L.P.  McClendon, 
and  State  Senator  N.  Elton 
Aydlett. 

In  June  1962,  the  board  added 
business  administration  and 
business  education  to  the  basic 
liberal  arts  curriculum  of  the 
college.  That  same  year,  a  greater 
emphasis  was  placed  on  providing 
evening  courses,  establishing  a 
trend  toward  enabling  students  to 
complete  their  degree 
requirements  through  evening 
classes. 

During  the  first  two  years,  the 
college  library  worked  to  attain 
the  8,000  volumes  recommended 
by  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  of  Colleges.  Walter 
Davis,  a  Texas  businessman  and 
Pasquotank  County  native, 
generously  provided  $15,000  for 
books  and  materials  and,  at  his 
request,  the  library  was  named  in 
honor  of  Mrs.  W.H.  Whitehurst, 


GoitTnor  Terry  Sanford  addressed  a  large 
aoud  at  the  college  Fouruler's  Day  in 
Nofemter  iq6i,  uhen  Dr.  Robert  Benson  uas 
inaugurated  as  president. 


Other  dignitaries  attending  the  Fourvier's  Day  ceremony  were,  left  to  right,  trustee  H.A.  Reid, 
Congressman  Herbert  Bonner,  Goi'emor  Sanford.  Dr.  Benson,  rntstee  Vernon  James.  ar\d  Joe 
Ferrell. 


The  college's  35,000  lolumes  uere  transferred  to 
the  /ifTrarv  m  the  neu'  learning  resource  center  on 
the  main  camjnis  in  1980. 
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The  Early  Years  (continued) 


a  grade-school  teacher  of  Mr. 
Davis.  Additional  funds  and 
books  were  donated  and  books 
and  other  materials  discarded  by 
various  government  departments 
or  bureaus  were  salvaged  by 
college  staff. 

A  number  of  student  activities 
were  underway  during  the  early 
years.  The  student  government 
association  was  established  and 
the  board  began  the  practice  of 
allocating  funds  for  its  operation 
each  year.  A  service  club 
sponsored  by  Kiwanis,  the  Circle 
K,  was  very  active  in  the  early 
years  and  the  first  college 
yearbook,  the  Pharos,  was 
produced  in  1963.  The  college 
sponsored  a  basketball  team, 
which  boasted  a  9-1  record  for 
1963,  losing  only  to  Chowan 
College,  and  was  coached  by 
faculty  members  Bob  King  and 
Jim  Crump.  In  later  years,  the 
college  baseball  team  traveled  to 
Colorado  to  contend  for  the 
national  junior  college 
championship. 


Mary  Frances  Jones  Bennett, 
having  taken  freshman  courses 
elsewhere,  had  been  admitted  as  a 
sophomore  in  1961,  and  received 
the  first  degree  awarded  by 
College  of  The  Albemarle.  On 
May  31,  1963,  the  college 
graduated  its  first  regular 
graduating  class  of  28  students, 
more  than  eighty  percent  of 
whom  would  go  on  to  four-year 
colleges. 


Dr.  Benson  resigned  his 
presidency  on  July  1,  1963,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Robert 
Hislop.  That  same  year,  the 
college  began  to  move  in  the 
direction  of  technical  and 
vocational  offerings,  a  move  often 
debated  by  those  who  felt  the 
liberal  arts  curriculum  should  be 
the  primary  thrust  of  the  college. 

In  1963,  the  legislature  passed  a 
new  community  college  act  which 


COA's  baseball  teams  performed  well  over  the  years,  cuiiurwing  to  the  National  jimun  College 
World  Series  in  1976.  Piaured  is  the  1976  team. 


Dr.  RohcTt  Hislop  became  presider\t  ir\  1963  ami 
led  the  convcrsiorx  of  COA  irxto  a  comprehensii'e 
community  colleg.e,  adding  technical,  vocational, 
and  adult  ediuuxtion  pro-ams  to  the  existing 
liberal  arts  curriculum. 


Mary  Frances  Jones  Bennett  traas/eirai  to 
COA  as  a  sophomore  arui  became  the  first 

l^railuale  of  the  colleg^e. 
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The  Early  Years  (continued) 


placed  the  community  colleges 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
newly-formed  department  of 
community  colleges,  part  of  the 
department  of  education.  The  act 
endorsed  the  comprehensive 
community  college  concept 
encompassing  two-year  college 
parallel,  technical,  vocational,  and 
adult  education  programs. 

On  July  1,  1963,  College  of 
The  Albemarle  was  accepted  as 
the  first  comprehensive 
community  college  under  the  new 
system.  Technical,  vocational,  and 
adult  education  courses  were 
added  to  the  college  curriculum 
and  new  courses  listed  in  the 
1964  edition  of  the  catalog 


A  former  U.S.  Coast  Guard  facility  on 
Riverside  Avenue,  oru:e  the  site  of  college 
vocational  classes,  continues  to  be  used  for 
drama,  small  engine  repair,  upholstery,  and 
saiiing  classes. 


included  shop  mathematics  and 
blue  print  reading,  drafting, 
electronics,  sheetmetal  work,  and 
practical  nursing. 

These  new  programs  created 
greater  demand  for  facilities  and, 
until  the  technical  center  building 
was  completed  on  the  new 
campus  in  1972,  the  college  was 
forced  to  operate  many  of  the 
new  programs  in  facilities 
scattered  throughout  the  area. 
Among  these  were  the  old 
vocational  shop  at  the  elementary 


school  in  Weeksville,  where 
evening  courses  in  sheetmetal 
work  were  taught  for  Hayes 
Aircraft  Corporation  employees. 
In  1964,  the  college  acquired  the 
abandoned  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
facility  on  Riverside  Avenue  and 
taught  a  variety  of  courses  at  this 
site,  including  automotive 
mechanics,  machine  shop, 
welding,  and  art.  A  director  of 
technical-vocational  education  to 
supervise  the  new  programs  was 
hired  in  August  1963. 


i  Jf  1 

Stm^'^Ja.^ 

IIIIHI 

ALVreiiiwtion  K  the  Southern  Association  oj 
Colleges  arul  Schools  came  in  1968  after  a  iengthv 
period  of  self-study  and  adaptation  of  facilities  to 
n\akc  ihein  appropriate  for  imin(Ctiom.il  use. 


■sS^^Si'-'a 


COLLEGE^ 

OF  THE 

^ALBEMARLE' 


ACCREDITATION 
BY  SOUTHERN  ASSOCIATION 


The  gymruisium  on  the  Kii'erside  Avenue  campus  U'O-s  coinf)leie<J  m  igfiti. 
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The  Early  Years  (continued) 


In  1964,  the  board  acquired 
propety  adjacent  to  the  main 
campus  from  W.G.  Gaither,  Sr. 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
multi-purpose  gymnasium- 
auditorium.  This  one-story 
structure,  containing  space  for  a 
gymnasium,  bleachers  for 
approximately  500  persons, 
locker  rooms,  and  a  stage  was 
completed  in  March  1966,  and 
was  used  extensively  for  athletic 
events,  community  gatherings, 
commencements,  and  classes  for 
the  next  fourteen  years,  until  the 
college  relocated  to  its  present 
site. 

The  college  received 
accreditation  from  the  North 


Carolina  College  conference  and 
became  a  member  of  the 
American  Association  of  Junior 
Colleges.  Accreditation  by  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools  (SACS)  was  not  to 
come  until  December  1968.  Not 
surprisingly,  the  physical  facilities 
of  the  college  were  a  major 
concern  of  the  evaluators  for 
accreditation,  including  a  lack  of 
adequate  space  for  future 
expansion.  The  original 
evaluators'  report  recommended 
that  the  application  for 
accreditation  be  delayed. 

A  master  plan  for  future 
expansion  was  completed  by  the 
architectural  firm  of  Shields  and 


Wyatt  of  Rocky  Mount,  N.C., 
and  called  for  a  fifteen-acre 
campus  by  filling  and  bulkheading 
five  acres  in  the  river  and  by 
purchasing  five  acres  of  adjacent 
residential  property.  An 
engineering  study  of  the  cost  of 
the  river  reclamation  project, 
conducted  by  George  Langley  of 
Norfolk,  produced  an  estimated 
cost  of$150,000.  On  this 
enlarged  fifteen-acre  campus,  the 
architect  envisioned  the 
construction  of  a  library- 
classroom  building  by  1968,  a 
technical-vocational  building  by 
1970,  and  replacement  of  the  old 
wing  of  the  main  building  by 
1975.  The  board  rejected  ideas  to 
relocate  the  campus,  due  to  the 
expense  of  purchasing  adequate 
land  in  a  new  location  and  the 
existence  of  the  newly- 
constructed  gymnasium- 
auditorium. 


(Mem) 
Dr.  Bruce  Pcncuay  guided  (he 
collcfic  ihroufih  a  period  of 
si^ilicant  gyou'th  during  his 
presidency  from  i g68  unti/ 


(above) 
Dr.  Boh  Burrm^er  hecavie  (he 
third  preiidcnt  of  (he  collefic  in 
igbb. 


An  active  Inosram  of  s{udent  acdi'ides  in  (he  mij-1960's  irv:luded  this  spring 
jozmal. 
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Dr.  Bob  Barringer,  who  became 
president  of  the  college  in  May 
1966,  transferred  the  library  from 
the  ground  floor  of  the  main 
building  to  the  former  nurses' 
quarters  on  Carolina  Avenue. 
This  allowed  a  small  amount  of 
additional  space  for  instruction. 
In  addition,  Dr.  Barringer 
continued  to  strive  for 
accreditation  by  SACS.  By  the 
time  the  required  SACS  self- 
study  was  completed  in 
September  1967,  the  educational 
program  of  the  college  embraced 
the  entire  spectrum  of  courses 
included  in  the  comprehensive 
community  college  concept: 
college  transfer,  technical, 
vocational,  and  adult  education. 
The  SACS  visiting  team  arrived 
on  the  college  campus  the 
following  spring  and  the 
inadequate  facilities  of  the  college 
prompted  the  team's  most  serious 
recommendation,  that  the  board 
decide  immediately  whether  to 
expand  the  physical  plant  at  the 
present  site  or  move  the  college  to 
a  new  location.  Dr.  Bruce 
Petteway  replaced  Dr.  Barringer  as 
president  in  June  1968  and  the 
issue  of  SACS  accreditaion  was 
resolved  later  that  year,  based  on 
tentative  plans  for  expansion  of 
facilities  as  proposed  by  Shields 
and  Wyatt. 

In  1964-65,  students  began 
publication  of  the  college 
newspaper,  the  Old  Salt.  Soon 
after,  the  yearbook  acquired  its 
current  name,  the  Beacon.  Student 
organizations  flourished, 
including  Circle  K,  French  Club, 
Spanish  Club,  Drama  Club, 
College  Choir,  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
Phi  Beta  Lambda,  Tec  Club  and 


Science  Club.  The  intramural 
athletic  program  was  very  active 
and  included  soccer,  tennis, 
basketball,  and  cross-country 
races.  The  President's  Cup  was 
established  to  award  an 
outstanding  graduate  annually. 

By  Fall  1968,  enrollment  had 
grown  to  700  students.  Secretarial 
administration,  teacher's  aide, 
automotive  mechanics,  machinist 
trade,  and  radio-television  repair 
had  been  added  to  the  college 
offerings.  The  evening  program 
had  become  a  permanent  feature 
of  the  college's  educational 
services,  as  well  as  a  program 


The  Circle  K  club  was  one  of  the  first 
organizations  on  campus  ar\d  fostered  many 
future  leaders  in  the  community. 


offering  a  wide  variety  of  adult 
education  courses.  An  August 
commencement  was  added 
primarily  for  graduates  of  the  one- 
year  program. 

By  1969,  full-time  college 
employees  numbered  nearly  sixty. 
The  most  pressing  need  of  the 
college  at  this  point  in  its  history 
was  a  resolution  of  the  problem 
of  inadequate  physical  facilities. 
The  community  college  act 
required  that  the  county  in  which 
the  college  was  located  provide 
matching  funds  for  purposes  of 
capital  construction.  In  addition, 
the  act  stipulated  that  local 
operating  expenses  for  college 
facilities  be  paid  entirely  by  the 
county.  The  board  of  trustees  was 
faced  with  a  scarcity  of  local 
funds  and  the  high  cost  of 
expanding  or  replacing  college 
facilities.  A  decision  on  how  best 
to  resolve  this  dilemma  had  to  be 
made  soon. 


m «    f    f  ''    If  f   -sr  ^    _ 


u  u  u  »k   H 


.»  u  t 


The  1967  frraduatinfi  cLiss 
residents  of  the  area. 


ike  mcuiv 


iiK'luJi'ci  a  iium^tT  0/  stidinils  uho  remained  pcnriancjU 
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A  New  Beginning 


Work  soon  began  to  secure 
state,  federal,  and  foundation 
funds  for  construction  and  to 
help  alleviate  the  total  burden  of 
local  funding  by  Pasquotank 
County,  particularly  since  half  the 
students  were  residents  of  other 
areas.  Senator  George  Wood  and 
Representatives  W.T.  Culpepper 
and  Philip  Godwin  were  urged  in 
late  1968  to  press  the  need  for 
state  capital  construction  funds. 

During  this  same  period, 
contacts  were  being  made  with 
various  philanthropic  foundations 
for  possible  funds.  The 
Rockefeller  Foundation  provided 
over  $600,000,  from  1969  to 
1975,  to  operate  a  multi-faceted 
program  for  needy  residents  in 


the  Albemarle  area.  Of  this  sum, 
the  foundation  allocated  $90,000 
for  capital  construction  purposes. 
An  additional  $50,000  for 
construction  was  obtained  from 
the  Z.  Smith  Reynolds 
Foundation  of  Winston  Salem. 
These  funds,  along  with  $15,000 
set  aside  by  the  board  for 
construction  purposes,  made  it 
feasible  to  obtain  a  total  of  over  a 
million  dollars  to  construct  an 
occupational  education-library 
building.  An  architectural  firm, 
Lyles,  Bisset,  Carlisle  and  Wolffe 
of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  was  retained  to 
prepare  the  plans  for 
construction. 

In  June  1969,   Dr.  Petteway 
reported  to  the  board  that  the 


college  had  secured  an  option  on 
forty-two  acres  of  land  adjacent 
to  and  north  of  Albemarle 
Hospital.  Owner  Eula  Jennings 
agreed  to  sell  for  $125,000  on  the 
basis  of  $12,500  down,  with  the 
remainder  to  be  paid  over  nine 
years  at  six  percent  interest  on  the 
unpaid  balance.  The  property  had 
800  feet  of  frontage  on  U.S. 
Highway  17,  thus  providing  good 
access  to  the  college,  and  the 
proximity  to  Albemarle  Hospital 
would  also  be  convenient  for  the 
college's  nursing  program.  The 
board  voted  unanimously  to 
purchase  the  property. 

A  total  of  $1,088,333  was 
eventually  secured  from  the  state, 
the  Federal  Higher  Education 


ON  THIS   SITE   .  A    NEW  CAMPUS 

Cblleore  o^The^ljbemarle 


A^O/ti  DJiSAM  TO  je£Al/ry/A/  7»£  70s 


AcimmistTumt'  ossistani  Ed 
Fiw/iCT  rei'it'u'L'ti  plans  jar  the 
new  campus  on  property 
acquired  from  Eula  jenninns  in 
ig6g. 
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A  New  Beginning  (continued) 


Facilities  Act,  and  the  Coastal 
Plains  Regional  Commission  for 
construction  of  the  technical 
center.  Groundbreaking  was  on 
February  17,  1971,  and 
construction  was  completed  in 
the  summer  of  1972. 

Plans  for  Phase  II  of  campus 
development  began  immediately 
to  accommodate  the  library, 
college  transfer  courses,  and 
administrative  offices.  In  1973, 
the  legislature  provided  a  special 
appropriation  of  $70,792  to  help 
pay  utilities  and  maintenance 
costs  in  an  effort  to  lessen  the 
burden  on  Pasquotank  County. 
This  special  appropriation  has 
been  continued  since  1973  and 
was  expanded  considerably  in 


1983.  The  board  also  began  to 
explore  the  possibility  of  securing 
private  contributions  through  a 
fund-raising  campaign.  The 
Cumerford  Corporation  was 
retained  in  May  1969,  to  provide 
expert  guidance  for  a  building  and 
development  fund-raising 
campaign.  The  campaign  goal  was 
set  at  $500,000,  approximately 
one-fourth  of  the  total  cost  of 
construction,  and  William  W. 
Foreman  agreed  to  serve  as 
chairman  of  the  drive.  Others  on 
the  local  steering  committee  were 
Roland  Garrett,  Lorimer  Midgette, 
Stanley  Peel,  J.  MacN.  Duff, 
Dick  Aiken,  A.W.  Houtz, 
J.  Henry  LeRoy,  and  George 
Wood.  Although  just  over 


$250,000  was  raised, 
contributions  from  Pasquotank 
County  and  the  six  other  counties 
in  the  college  service  area  provided 
$470,000  of  local  money  for 
construction  of  the  Phase  II 
buildings  at  the  end  of  the  decade. 


The  first  building  on  the  new  campus  uas  the  technical  center  which  uas  dedicated  m  [Q72.  Guest 
speaker  at  the  dedication  was  Jesse  P.  Perry,  /r.  0/  the  Rockefeller  Foundation. 
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The  Comprehensive  Program 


Enrollment  at  College  of  The 
Albemarle  continued  upward 
during  the  next  several  years,  due 
at  least  in  part  to  the  increase  in 
offerings,  particularly  in  the  adult 
education  area.  By  1971-72, 
courses  in  the  six  college  transfer 
departments  were  taught  by 
twenty-eight  full-time  faculty. 
College  transfer  curricula  were 
revised  to  more  closely  meet  the 
requirements  for  the  bachelors 
degree  at  four-year  institutions. 

Two-year  technical  and  one- 
year  vocational  programs  were 
also  expanded  in  1971-72, 
particularly  with  the  addition  of 
the  associate  degree  nursing 
program.  That  same  year  saw  an 
increased  emphasis  on  the 
availability  of  courses  off-campus. 
The  earliest  off-campus  sites  were 
in  Gatesville,  Manteo,  and 
Edenton.  Continuing  education 
courses  were  aimed  at  providing 
area  citizens  with  job  and 
technical  training,  remedial 
education,  adult  general  interest 
education,  and  cultural 
enrichment  opportunities.  The 
varied  nature  of  these  courses  is 
obvious  from  a  partial  listing  of 
the  1971-72  offerings:  law 
enforcement,  fire-fighting 
techniques,  hotel-motel 
management,  the  Federal 
Occupational  Safety  and  Health 
Act,  adult  basic  education,  high 
school  equivalency,  rescue  squad 
procedures,  oil  painting,  pilot 
ground  school,  air  conditioning, 
new  industry  training,  motor 
tune-up,  and  civil  service  exam 
preparation. 


Expansion  of  college  learning 
lab  offerings  was  dramatic  during 
this  time.  In  November  1968,  the 
lab  helped  a  total  of  360  persons 
to  gain  basic  skills  or  a  high 
school  diploma.  By  1971-72,  the 
learning  lab  was  assisting  an 
average  of  799  adults  per  month. 
Nearly  half  were  engaged  in  the 
high  school  equivalency  program 
or  the  adult  high  school  diploma 
program.  Adult  basic  education 
courses  began  to  be  offered  more 
frequently  at  off-campus 
locations. 

Student  services  functions  were 
expanded  in  the  1971-72 
academic  year,  as  well.  A  director 
and  eight  staff  members  shared 
the  responsibilities  for  counseling, 
student  recruitment,  admissions, 
testing  and  placement,  financial 
aid,  student  records,  and  student 
activities.  The  Comparative 
Guidance  and  Placement  Test 
began  to  be  administered  to  all 


entering  two-year  curriculum 
students.  Student  recruitment 
intensified  with  visits  to  high 
school  counselors  to  distribute 
catalogs,  brochures,  and  financial 
aid  information,  and  with  other 
recruitment  activities. 

The  availability  of  financial  aid 
for  students  grew  considerably, 
due  in  large  part  to  the 
Rockefeller  Grant  and  to  a 


/n  iijiSs,  the  college  awarded  its  ^.oooih 
General  Ediieatum  Deveiopn\ei\t  (GEO) 
certificale  to  ]anet  Williard. 


Trust  funds  estahlished  f)^  the  CO.  Ko^lIl,«m  jamdy  in  the  early  lyfio's  have  nuiWiii  (hi'  auard 
of  more  than  $1^0,000  in  scholarships  to  COA  students.  Shnurx  are  hrothers  C.H.  arui  C.CJ. 
Robinson,  ]r.,  along  with  COA  President  Parker  Chesson,  selecting  scholarship  recipienu. 
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The  Comprehensive  Program  (continued) 


number  of  federally-sponsored 
grant  and  loan  programs.  In 
1971-72,  228  students  received 
$52,134  in  aid.  By  1974-75,  395 
students  received  $300,740  for 
the  same  purpose. 

Student  activities  flourished, 
with  fish  fries,  dances,  films, 
intramural  athletics,  Christmas 
parades,  musical  presentations, 
and  programs  featuring 
prominent  speakers  or 
performers.  Appearances  were 
made  by  the  Danish  Gym  Team, 
television  correspondent  Peter 
Jennings,  and  clairvoyant  Jean 
Dixon.  In  sports,  the  college 
baseball  team  won  the  Cavalier- 
Tarheel  Conference  championship 
and  the  Region  X  National  Junior 
College  Athletic  Association 
championship. 

Between  1969  and  1975, 
Rockefeller  funds  enabled  a 
program  of  "Economic 


Improvement  through  Education" 
which  was  aimed  at  bringing  the 
educational  services  of  the  college 
to  those  who  were  not  a  part  of 
the  traditional  college  system  and 
set  out  to  identify,  recruit,  and 
train  needy  students  in  the  college 
seven-county  service  area. 
Courses  were  held  for  waitress 
training,  upholstery,  care  of 
children  and  the  aged,  welding, 
masonry,  and  crafts  for 
employment.  Project  COA,  as  it 
came  to  be  known,  enrolled 
2,179  students,  nearly  half  of 
whom  completed  their  training 
program  and  one-third  of  whom 
found  employment  at  the 
completion  of  their  courses. 
Many  went  on  to  continue  their 
education  in  the  college  transfer, 
technical,  or  vocational  program. 

In  1970,  President  Petteway 
initiated  a  second  self-study  for 
reaccreditation  by  SACS,  with  an 


in-house  steering  committee 
chaired  by  Dr.  Parker  Chesson, 
then  director  of  college  transfer 
education.  Reaccreditation  was 
received  in  December,  1972, 
enabling  a  ten-year  period  before 
the  next  required  self-study. 
College  of  The  Albemarle 
faculty  were  involved  in  the 
establishment  of  a  statewide 
association  for  faculty  in  the 
community  colleges  and  technical 
institutes,  the  Faculty  Association 
of  the  North  Carolina 
Community  College  System,  in 
the  1970's.  The  purpose  of  this 
group  was  to  promote  the 
interests  of  faculty  and  to 
influence  state  legislation  and 
policy  favorable  to  the  system.  In 
the  late  1970's,  COA  faculty 
interest  in  the  organizations 
waned  as  a  consequence  of  the 
isolation  of  the  college  from  the 
remainder  of  the  state. 


(left) 
When  tornadoes  struck  the  service 
area  in  1984,  members  of  COA' s 
Student  Semite  aided  m  the  repair  of 
homes  ar\d  property. 


(right) 
Working  U'ith  Roc/<e/e//t"r  Foundatiorx 
funds.  COA  itaft  member  Fred 
Fearing  recruited  hundreds  of 
participants  into  this  program  to 
educate  r\eedy  students. 
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Economic  Difficulties 


By  1974,  as  the  economy 
worsened,  college  enrollment 
increased.  Many  students  enrolled 
in  college  courses  to  upgrade  their 
job  skills  for  better  positions  and, 
by  spring  quarter,  enrollment  was 
up  29  percent.  However,  due  to 
the  effects  of  the  recession,  the 
legislature  reduced  funding  for 
the  community  college  system 
and  COA  faced  a  budget  cut  of 
$180,932. 

Unfortunately,  the  need  to 
secure  funds  for  campus 
construction  coincided  with  these 
less  than  ideal  economic 
circumstances.  At  the  request  of 
the  college  trustees,  a  $2  million 
bond  referendum  was  held  on 
May  7,  1974.  The  issue  was 
defeated. 

In  August,  1975,  President 
Petteway  resigned  to  assume  the 
presidency  of  North  Carolina 
Wesleyan  College.  On  August  14, 
the  board  appointed  Dr.  Parker 
Chesson  as  the  acting  president  of 
the  college,  with  formal 
appointment  occurring  on 
September  18.  Soon  after,  the 
other  six  counties  in  the  college 
service  area  agreed  to  provide 
some  of  the  funds  needed  for  the 
Phase  II  project. 

Other  issues  in  the  last  half  of 
the  decade  contributed  to  a  less- 
than-bright  period  in  the  college 
history.  These  included 
re.sponding  to  federal  compliance 
pressures  involving  desegregation 
policies;  state  attempts  to  bring 
faculty  under  the  annual  leave 
policies  of  the  State  Personnel 
Act;  and  the  issue  of  whether  a 
separate  state-level  governing 


board  should  be  established  for 
the  community  college  system. 
State  funding  of  community 
colleges  continued  to  be  tightly 
restrained  and,  in  February,  1976, 
the  college  business  manager 
reported  the  need  to  terminate 
three  employees  due  to  a  lack  of 
funds.  College  employees  had  not 
had  an  increase  in  salary  since 
1974,  and  a  shortage  in  state 
revenues  in  years  to  come 
required  the  college  to  revert  a 
portion  of  budgeted  state  funds. 
In  1977-78,  four  faculty  positions 
were  terminated  and  a  reduction 
in  months  of  employment  was 


enacted  for  ten  others.  The 
economic  situation  also  was 
largely  responsible  for  the 
termination  of  the  intercollegiate 
athletic  program. 

By  the  end  of  the  1970's,  a 
significant  number  of  leaders  in 
the  community  college  system 
concluded  that  the  58  member 
colleges  should  have  a  separate 
state-level  governing  board.  The 
1979  legislature  established  the 
State  Board  of  Community 
Colleges,  to  become  operational 
on  January  1,  1981.  Former  state 
senator  N.  Elton  Aydlett  was  a 
member  of  this  initial  board. 


Dt.  J.  Parker  Chesson, 
Jr.  beainu:  president  of 
the  college  in  igy^  arul 
continues  to  seri't'  in 
that  capacity. 
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Phase  II 
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The  failure  of  the  bond 
referendum  in  1974,  had  been  a 
disappointment  to  the  college 
family,  but  the  effort  to  raise 
funds  for  Phase  II  construction  by 
other  means  soon  resumed.  By 
March  1979,  President  Chesson 
reported  that  $2,724,384  had 
been  raised  for  the  project,  part 
of  it  donations  to  the  building 
and  development  fund,  coupled 
with  contributions  from 
Pasquotank  County  and  the  other 
six  counties  in  the  college  service 
area.  The  U.S.  Economic 
Development  Administration 
awarded  a  grant  of  $1,795,473 
and  additional  funds  were  secured 
from  the  state,  bringing  the  total 
available  for  construction  to  a 
little  over  $3  million.  Architect 
Leslie  Boney  of  Wilmington 
designed  the  two  buildings  for 
which  ground  was  broken  on 
March  21,  1979.  During  Phase  II 
construction,  a  metal  maintenance 


Buildings  A  and  B  were 
dedicated  in  May,  igSi, 
with  trustees  Woody 
Foreman  and  Joe  Kramer 
unveiling  the  plaque  to 
commemorate  the  occasion. 


Then  trustees'  chairman  )can  T.  Poston  lieuvd 
the  constTuaion  of  Phase  II  facilities  on  the  n<?«- 
campus  in  1980,  along  with  Dr.  Chesson. 


19 


College  of  The  Albemarle    1960-1985 


Phase  II  (continued) 


building  was  erected  behind  the 
technical  center  and  a  one  story 
shop  area  was  added.  By 
December  15,  1980,  the  move  to 
the  new  facilities  was  complete. 
Dedication  ceremonies  and  an 
open  house  were  conducted  on 
May  3,  1981.  The  two  new 
buildings  were  designated  "A" 
and  "B",  and  the  technical  center 
was  designated  building  "C". 

The  trustees  sold  the  old 
campus  property  on  Riverside 
Avenue  by  public  auction  in  1981 
to  River  Enterprises,  a  Norfolk- 
based  company,  for  $351,000. 
About  $50,000  of  this  amount 
was  used  to  replace  the  roof  on 
the  vocational  wing  of  Building  C 
and  the  remainder  was  set  aside 
for  Phase  III  construction. 

In  October  1980,  the  CO  A 
Foundation  was  established  to 
pursue  and  secure  private 
contributions  for  use  in 
furthering  the  work  of  the  college. 
A  sixteen-member  board  of 
directors  was  established,  and  the 
first  annual  fund  drive  was 
conducted  in  1983.  The  1983  and 
1984  annual  fund  drives  exceeded 
their  established  monetary  goals, 
as  did  the  Community  Center 
Campaign  in  1985.  The 
foundation  also  receives 
numerous  honorary  and 
memorial  gifts  throughout  the 
year. 

Another  important 
development  during  1980,  was 
the  securing  of  a  grant  from  Title 
III  of  the  Higher  Education  Act. 
A  total  of  $  1 ,080,326  has  been 
awarded  the  college  by  Title  III  to 
expand  or  develop  the  areas  of 
developmental  education,  library 
resources,  instructional 


The  CO  A  Foundation  was  incorporaud  in  October  ig8o,  under  the  leadership  of  Elton  Aydlett 
as  president  of  its  board  of  direaors.  Members  were  Aydlett.  Robert  Hollouell,  Walter  Harlow, 
Winnie  Wood,  Carroll  Abbott,  Aruirew  Wdliams,  Sam  Roebuck,  M.G.  Sau-ver,  Bill  Gaither, 
Woody  Foreman,  }ames  Ferebee,  Ed  Austin,  Gilliam  Wood,  Parker  Chesson,  and  }erry  Bray. 


The  federal  Title  III  proj^am  has  prmided  more  than  $i  mil/ion  in  ffrant  funds  to  the  eodege, 
much  of  u'hich  has  been  used  to  purchase  instructional  afuipment. 
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Phase  II  (continued) 


equipment,  cooperative 
education,  fund  raising,  staff 
development,  student 
development,  and 
computerization  of  college 
records  and  functions. 

Enrollment  for  the  spring 
quarter  of  1981  was  1,251 
students,  then  the  highest  in  the 
history  of  the  college.  Fall  of 
1982  saw  an  enrollment  1,459 
curriculum  students;  fall  of  1983 
went  to  1 ,470.  Just  under  half  of 
these  students  were  residents  of 
Pasquotank  County,  while  about 
half  resided  in  the  other  six 
counties  of  the  service  area.  Two 
percent  came  from  other  areas  of 
North  Carolina. 

In  May  1 98 1 ,  President  Chesson 


appointed  a  self-study  steering 
committee  for  a  third  accreditation 
self-study.  Members  were  Clate 
Aydlett,  chairperson;  Dennis 
Burgess;  Wilma  Harris;  Robert 
Stephens;  and  Pam  Whitley.  The 
SACS  visiting  team  arrived  on 
campus  in  April,  1983,  to  evaluate 
the  self-study  and  in  December  of 
that  year  the  college  received 
reaccreditation. 

In  1984,  COA  opened  the  Dare 
County  Center  in  Manteo  as  the 
first  satellite  campus  of  the 
college.  The  college  had  offered 
classes  in  Dare  County  as  early  as 
the  1960's  in  various  borrowed 
facilities,  but  population  growth 
and  student  demand  justified  the 
opening  of  a  full-time  center 


there.  The  Dare  County  Board  of 
Commissioners  acquired  a  skating 
rink  for  conversion  to  the  center 
which  houses  seven  classrooms,  a 
combination  library-learning  lab, 
a  large  lab  for  electrical  and  air 
conditioning/refrigeration  classes, 
five  offices,  and  a  workroom.  Dr. 
Rebecca  Carpenter  was  appointed 
director  of  the  center  which  began 
classes  in  September,  1984,  with 
nearly  250  students.  Courses 
offered  included  biology,  college 
algebra,  history,  English 
composition,  music,  business 
administration  technology, 
general  office  technology, 
business  computer  programming, 
and  banking  and  finance. 


COA's  first  satellUe  campus  opctxed  m  1084,  m  a  corniTicJ  roller  skatmfi  rink  m  Dare  County  near  .Vltintt"0. 


21 


College  of  The  Albemarle    1960-1985 


1 985  and  Beyond  . . . 


Twenty-five  years  after 
receiving  its  charter,  College  of 
The  Albemarle  presents  a  striking 
contrast  with  its  rather  humble 
beginnings.  The  college  began 
operations  in  1961,  with  only  the 
college  transfer  program  and  a 
listing  of  57  courses  in  its  catalog. 
In  1985,  the  college  operates  a 
comprehensive  program  of 
educational  services  in  college 
transfer,  technical,  vocational, 
and  continuing  education, 
encompassing  some  450 
curriculum  courses  and  nearly 
100  continuing  education 
courses.  Curriculum  enrollment 
in  September  1961,  was  113 
students;  1,487  began  the  1984- 
85  school  year.  In  1961,  there 
were  8  full-time  employees;  in 
1985  there  were  120  full-time 
employees.  Beginning  operations 
on  a  3!/2-acre  campus  in  an  old 


converted  hospital  building,  the 
college  conducts  its  main  campus 
program  in  modern  buildings  on  a 
42-acre  campus.  The  contrast  in 
equipment  is  massive,  both  for 
instructional  and  administrative 
use. 

The  success  of  the  COA 
Foundation  is  an  excellent 
example  of  the  role  of  the  college 
in  the  community  and  of 
community  involvement  in  the 
work  of  the  college.  Foundation 
directors  began  organizing  a  fund 
drive  in  mid- 1984  which  netted 
more  than  $550,000  for 
construction  of  the  COA 
Community  and  Small  Business 
Center.  The  general  assembly 
appropriated  $1.5  million  for  the 
project,  bringing  the  total  budget 
to  $2.8  million.  College  funds 
make  up  the  difference. 

By  the  time  the  twenty-fifth 


anniversary  of  the  college  is 
celebrated,  COA  will  have 
awarded  degrees  to  more  than 
2,200  students  and  diplomas  to 
more  than  1,000.  With  the 
additions  of  the  Dare  County 
Center  and  the  COA  Community 
and  Small  Business  Center,  the 
ability  of  the  college  to  serve  the 
citizens  of  Camden,  Chowan, 
Currituck,  Dare,  Gates, 
Pasquotank  and  Perquimans 
counties  continues  to  increase. 
Greater  emphasis  of  the  college  in 
reaching  out  to  the  community, 
and  the  community's  greater 
awareness  and  support  of  the 
college,  will  produce  an 
educational  partnership  that  can 
make  the  next  twenty-five  years  a 
period  of  outstanding  progress  for 
the  entire  Albemarle  area. 


The  COA  Foundation  ccmducled  its  Community  Center  Campaign  from  Noi'emher  ig^4  through  May 
1986,  ami  netted  more  tfian  $^^0,000  in  contributions  and  pledges  from  the  community  anj  frusiness  sector. 
Shown  ret'ieu'ing  plans  /or  the  community  center  are  (left  to  right)  foundation  members  Mac  Duff,  executiiie 
committee  member;  BUI  Gailher,  director;  Winnie  Wood,  vice-president,  Parker  Chesson,  secretary;  arui  Pam 
WKitlev,  executii'e  ciirector. 
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A  new  program  at  the  college,  Adult  Basic 
Literacy  Education  (ABLE),  helps  to  tram 
illiterate  adults  in  the  basics  of  reading  and 
mathematics.  Local  resident  W.C. 
Witherspoon  serves  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
ABLE  program,  which  is  partially  funded 
by  First  Union  Naticmal  Bank. 


CS  OF  GOOD  CONVERSATION 

:0NF1DENCE  |IH  YOURSELF) 
■  "NG  (FOB  THE  OTHER  PERSON) 
'TIVITY(IN  WHAT  YOU  SAY) 


Students  in  the  college  light  comtruction  curriculum  have  built 
several  houses  for  sale  at  public  auction.  Proceeds  from  these 
sales  are  used  to  purchase  materials  to  construct  other  houses. 


Greenville  Banks'  seminar  on  positive  first 
impressions  and  effective  supervision  is  one 
of  many  opportunities  provided  try  the  college 
small  business  center  for  owners,  managers, 
and  employees  of  local  businesses. 


Each  Summer,  dojens  of 
elementary  school  stittlents 
take  on-campus  courses  in 
Summer  College  for  Kids, 
with  such  offerings  as 
Calculator  Blast-off, 
Computer  Po«'er,  and 
Experiments  in  Chemistry. 


Sopruno  Mary  Cooke  is  the  current 
tisitin);  uriist  at  COA.  As  a  purticipant 
in  the  N.C.  Vuitinji;  Ariut  Pro-am, 
COA  provides  exposure  for  area 
residents  to  turious  pro/essioruil 
performing  and  visual  artists. 
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Hoy   ta   Vaur   fuluro 


^  ,Jey  to  life  and  living 
[       By  learning  more  each  day 
he  key  to  understanding 

To  find  a  better  way. 
Together  we  can  make  it 

The  best  that  we  can  be. 
College  of  The  Albemarle 

We  hold  the  key. 
College  of  The  Albemarle 

We  hold  the  key. 
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